The Project

Our purpose is to organise, each year during a summer weekend,  a cinematic event in the open air in Maxou.

The reason for this cinema festival  

Our aim is to establish MAXOUWOOD (Cinema à la Belle Etoile) as an important annual cultural and family event for Grand Cahors and for the Lot.   It is above all intended for families and groups of friends who love the cinema - its dreams, its escapism and emotion.
Our cinema festival will consist of:

· The projection of films, chosen each year by theme

· The organisation of workshops for children
We will show the audiences the cultural side of Hollywood.   Music was the theme for 2007, Dance in 2009, Oscar winning films in 2010 and for 2011 we have chosen an African theme.

We are hoping people will rediscover the simple pleasure of going to the cinema en famille or with friends in a relaxing surrounding.
In order for the cinema to be perceived by all as a major cultural element of our society, we feel it important to encourage the children to participate in a creative workshop and to have their own cinema show.   The presence of numbers of children accompanied by their parents was a characteristic of our past three festivals.

The evening film shows take place in a field beside the village church ;  a giant screen, live music and  illuminated trees greet the public who can picnic before the show begins
.
Objectives of the festival
· To give access to the Hollywood cinema classics which are not always available on the big screen . 

· To remind ourselves  that in fact these films were made for the big screen and not for television –  a magic spectacle.
· To rediscover the pleasure of watching a film in an audience and to rediscover the social aspect of the cinema as a simple rural event – “real”.

· Encourage tourism in the Lot

· Welcome the children to their own special viewings.
Our plans and aims now and in the long term will continue to evolve and depend upon the support that we receive.
The Association

The Maxouwood Association is an association under the law of 1901 and was created in July 2007.

It numbers over 70 members who come from many surrounding villages and also from Lalbenque, Catus, Cahors and Paris.

Anyone can join the Association on condition that they love the cinema.

At each cinema festival we provide a stage for local musical groups – this group in the photograph is “Maddy & Co”.

The projections take place in a field surrounded by trees and hills – a truly beautiful setting where people can picnic and listen to music while waiting for the film at sunset.  
MAXOUWOOD

CINEMA A LA BELLE ETOILE

Each August  the tiny commune of Maxou is lit up with a two day open-air 

cinema festival.   A field next to the church becomes a natural amphitheatre

formed by the trees and surrounding hills - a giant screen is erected, live music 

performed and films are shown in the open air in the evenings with afternoon

performances and an atelier for the children in the Salle des Fetes during the

day.

In 2007 the founder of Maxouwood, Tony Woollard (who worked in the film

world for 40 years) invited a new British cinema company to come and try out 

their new equipment in Maxou.   To his delight they not only accepted, but also

Offered to pay all the expenses – with their first professional engagement in

Spain, Maxou would provide a good rehearsal ground en route.  The theme that

year was Music.

Association Maxouwood was formed and meetings were held with the Gindou 

Film Festival to ensure that we could complement their festival and not work in

opposition – this was also essential if we were to attract official subventions. 

The meetings were friendly and helpful and it was agreed that Maxou should 

concentrate on the best of Hollywood – and so the seed was sown :

“from Hollywood to Maxouwood”

At each event a gigantic banner in the hills – ‘MAXOUWOOD’ proclaims the 

Message and can be seen from the N 20.

In 2009 the Association was faced for the first time with having to raise enough 

money to fund the entire event which it succeeded in doing.  The theme was

Dance.

In 2010 it was clear that the festival was being taken seriously - the 

Association being extremely lucky to receive the recognition and financial 
support on the part of Grand Cahors, the Conseil Général and Conseil Régional
and above all, our many loyal sponsors.
The theme was Hollywood Oscar-winning films.  
The sun shone and shone on us!

Now we have arrived at the 4th edition – MAXOUWOOD 2011 - with the theme of

Hollywood’s Africa with African music and a workshop for children.

Wonderful films – exotic live music –packed audiences !
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